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St. Francis Electric 03-Yol,Sac-50-2.4/3.2, L0.0/R5.3
975 Carden Street B.O. 10/25/2018

San Leandro, CA 94577

Dear Mr. Amador:

The Department of Transportation (Caltrans) received letters dated October 3 and November 7, 2018,
from St. Francis Electric (St. Francis), protesting the bid submitted by Studebaker Brown Electric, Inc.
(Studebaker) for the above referenced contract. The protest alleges that Studebaker failed to meet the
DBE goal because bid item 5, Portable Changeable Message Signs (PCMS) is quoted as an equipment
rental by KRC Safety Co., Inc. (KRC), and credit can only be counted at 60 percent Disadvantage
Business Enterprise (DBE) participation for the item.

The Office of Business and Economic Opportunity, Contract Evaluation Branch (CEB), will count
PCMS boards as a service, if the same DBE is onsite doing other functions (usually traffic control) and
is responsible for the programing, set-up, locating and re-locating (as applicable) the signs, the bidder
will receive 100 percent DBE credit for the item. If they are merely dropping them off in a
construction yard, not onsite during construction performing other work, CEB will count PCMS signs
at 60 percent, as a true rental.

Based on the above, Caltrans will proceed to award this contract to the lowest responsive and
responsible bidder, provided that all requirements have been met.

For questions regarding CEB’s process/determination, contact Deborah Stewart, Contract Evaluation
Branch Chief at (916) 324-1059. For questions regarding the contract award process contact Mulissa
Smith, Contract Awards Branch Chief, at (916) 227-6228.

Sincerely,

P

JILL Y. SEWELL

Office Chief

Program/Project Management Office Engineer
Office Engineer, Construction Contract Awards
Division of Engineering Services

"Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system
to enhance California's economy and livability"
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